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Long live our 
national parks. 

For years, Subaru owners have found adventure in our national parks. That is why Subaru is the 

National Park Foundation’s largest corporate supporter, providing nearly $20 million to preserve the 

adventure that brings us together for generations to come. We do it because it’s the right thing to do. 

Subaru is a registered trademark. Vehicle shown with accessory equipment.



It’s what makes us 

more than a car company.



  B Y  S U S A N  G O L D B E R G

WHAT LIES AHEAD  
FOR THE PLANET?

E A R T H  D A Y  2 0 7 0

dangerous impacts of climate change,” 
Kolbert writes, “but then you might 
stop reading.” She sees no evidence that 
we will address those and other threats 
fast enough to keep them from over-
whelming us and the natural world.

It’s impossible to know who is right. 
The stories in this issue reflect diver-
gent realities. When I read about the 
young people taking charge of the envi-
ronmental movement, I feel buoyed. 
Then I see Pete Muller’s photos of a 
scarred landscape we will never get 
back. What I do know is that it is our job 
to provide a factual framework for what 
is happening, documentary photog-
raphy about what is forever changed 
and what we can save, and information 
to help empower all of us to make a 
difference.

Thank you for reading National 
Geographic. j

T H E  S AY I N G  I S  S O  W E L L  K N O W N  that 
most of us can finish the sentence: 
Those who cannot remember the past …

… are condemned to repeat it. 
It’s a fitting reminder this month as 

we mark the 50th anniversary of Earth 
Day. For the occasion, we’ve created 
the first ever “flip” issue of National 
Geographic—essentially two maga-
zines in one—to revisit environmental 
milestones of the past half century and 
to look ahead at the world our descen-
dants will inhabit in 2070, on Earth 
Day’s 100th anniversary.

Two scenarios emerge. 
On the magazine cover just before 

this page, there’s a verdant Earth. Wel-
come to the optimistic view of writer 
Emma Marris, who sees a world that is 
changed—we cannot undo some dam-
age we have done—but one in which 
technologies will be harnessed to “feed 
a larger population, provide energy for 
all, begin to reverse climate change, 
and prevent most extinctions,” Marris 
writes. “The public desire for action 
is bursting forth on the streets ... Just 
as in 1970, the electric crackle of cul-
tural change is once again in the air. 
I believe we will build a good 2070.”

Next, turn the magazine over, to 
the side with the browner Earth. Eliz-
abeth Kolbert looks to a new normal of  
“sunny-day flooding,” when high tide 
will send water gushing across low- 
lying U.S. coastal cities, and most  
atolls will be uninhabitable. This is 
the world of longer droughts, dead-
lier heat waves, fiercer storms, and 
more. “I could go on and on listing the 
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CALL TO ACTION

 #NatGeoSaveTogether 
Help protect wildlife 
Join National  
Geographic and  
Disney as we focus  
on saving 50 of the  
planet’s at-risk species.  
Find out how you 
can help, beginning 
April 1 at national-
geographic.com. 

ANIMAL KINGDOM

Celebrate Earth Day 
at a theme park 
Nat Geo explorers  
share their stories 
at Disney’s Animal 
Kingdom April 18-22. 
Among them: photog-
rapher Joel Sartore, 
whose Photo Ark proj-
ect raises awareness  
of animal extinction.

LIVE TV SPECIAL

Born Wild and 
ready to explore
How better to appreci-
ate Mother Earth than 
by meeting her off-
spring? A live celebra-
tion of animal babies, 
Born Wild: Earth Day 
Live airs April 22 at 8/7c 
on National Geographic 
and Nat Geo WILD. 

NAT GEO TV

Take inspiration  
from Jane: The Hope
Join Jane Goodall as 
she travels the world, 
calling us all to activism  
on behalf of wildlife 
and the planet. Jane 
Goodall: The Hope pre-
mieres April 22 at 9/8c 
on National Geographic 
and Nat Geo WILD.

NAT GEO LIVE

Explore big cats with 
our photographer
Attend Nat Geo Live 
events, coming to a 
venue near you. This 
month, track tigers, 
jaguars, and more with 
veteran photographer 
Steve Winter. Find an 
event at nationalgeo-
graphic.com/events.

NAT GEO KIDS

Show children how 
to ‘Save the Animals’
For Earth Day, Nat Geo 
Kids magazine explains 
how people saved once 
threatened species,  
then shows young read-
ers how they can help. 
Find more articles,  
photos, and a quiz at 
natgeokids.com.

NAT GEO BOOKS

For Earth Day, savor 
U.S. national parks
National Geographic’s 
Atlas of the National 
Parks showcases these 
natural treasures 
through photographs, 
graphics, and a map 
of each park. The atlas 
is available wherever 
books are sold.

SINCE OUR FOUNDING IN 
1888, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
HAS BEEN WORKING TO 
CONSERVE THE PLANET  
AND ITS INHABITANTS.  
THIS MONTH, ALONG WITH 
THE WALT DISNEY COMPANY 
(THE MAJORITY OWNER  
OF NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
PARTNERS), WE’RE 
CELEBRATING EARTH DAY’S 
50TH ANNIVERSARY WITH 
MULTIMEDIA STORYTELLING 
AND EVENTS, AS WELL AS 
SPECIAL PROGRAMMING  
ON NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, 
ABC, AND DISNEY+.
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N U T R I T I O N  T H AT  P E R F O R M S

AVAILABLE

FOR CATS

& DOGS

At Purina® Pro Plan®, we’re always looking for ways to keep advancing, 

improving and offering your pet our best nutrition yet. Our latest addition? 

Live probiotics in select SAVOR® dry formulas to support digestive and immune 

health. We’ve studied probiotics for decades and carefully chose one that is known for 

being robust and stable. This probiotic is able to survive until the food reaches your pet’s 

bowl. In fact, we guarantee it.

LEARN MORE AT ProPlan.com/Probiotics.

Purina trademarks are owned by Société des Produits Nestlé S.A. Any other marks are property of their respective owners.

Exclusively at Pet Specialty and Online Retailers, Including:



EARTH
DAY

2070

T H E  
O P T I M I S T ’ S 

G U I D E  T O

FIFTY YEARS AGO  
WE CELEBRATED  
THE FIRST EARTH DAY.  
WHERE WILL WE  
BE 50 YEARS FROM NOW?  
OUTLOOK: BRIGHT.

Not feeling so 
optimistic?  

Flip the 
magazine for 
a pessimist’s 

guide, 
including a 
look at the 

psychological 
toll of climate 

change.

N AT I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I CART BY ANDY GILMORE





O N  T H E  C O V E R  

An optimistic illustra-
tion of our thriving 
planet in 50 years.  
IMAGINARY FORCES

THE CASE FOR 
RENEWAL
We already have the 
tools to feed a larger 
population, provide 
energy for all, begin 
to reverse climate 
change, and prevent 
most extinctions. 
B Y  E M M A  M A R R I S

T H E  R O A D 
TO  2 0 70
A 4,000-mile drive 
across the U.S. aims 
to find out if we truly 
can wean ourselves 
from fossil fuels.
B Y  C R A I G  W E L C H

P H O T O G R A P H S  B Y 

D AV I D  G U T T E N F E L D E R

FIGHTING FOR 
THEIR FUTURE
Ice sheets are melting  
and temperatures 
soaring as millions  
of young people 
come of age. They’re 
tired of waiting for 
leaders to act.
B Y  L A U R A  PA R K E R

FIFTY YEARS 
OF PROGRESS
In wealthy nations, 
the air, the water, 
and the land are 
cleaner than they 
were 50 years ago. 
The challenge:  
to make that true  
for everyone. 
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P U L L O U T  P O S T E R  

Where can preserving  
land and sea have the 
most conservation im- 
pact? We’ve mapped it. 


